





“Diana’ was amidst of coaling, and was dirty and confused, Granton
and I felt as if we should none of us be allowed to eat or goto Harbour
bed all the voyage through: but in spite of the confusion a
red-headed good-tempered mate,whospoke English,and by
the way wasvery like P.P. Marshall;* received us with smiles;
but inz::rmed us that shewouldn’t sail till six the next morn-
ing,as also,which I didn’t know before, that we were not go-
ing straight to Reykjavik, but should touch at Berufirth in
the East:* these were blows to me, who was impatient toan
absurd degreeto be fairly on theexpeditionand in the saddle;
but I bore them well, and we went back to dinner: but just as
we were asking for our bill, came a message from the captain
that he was going to start that evening; so out we all turned
and down to the ship; as we wentalong the pier alongqueer-
looking sailor more or less in liquor came upand began talk-
ing Faroese (which to my pride I understood) and it seems
hewanted to get a passage out there in the “Diana;” he suc-
ceeded and I saw him, tarry and beery, shaking hands witha
Faroese lady-passenger on board. Well, there we were on
board without tuck o%drum, not somuchas Blue Peter hoist-
ed, to Evans’ great disgust; in such a muddle! the luggage
undiscoverable, and I quite surein my mind that it had never
comeon board, the decks dirtier than ever; twenty-four pas-
sengers on board that bit of avessel,and where the deuce were
they to sleep® and eat: moreover, after all we are not to sail
till to-morrow morning: however we three were in high
spirits and enjoyed ridiculously small things; but Magnus-
son seemed depressed,and chaft failed to rouse him. The four
of ussat down to whist in thecabin, played along rubber, the
last, alas! for many a day, and then went up on deck about
midnight for a bit; it was very cold and very bright with the

*One of the members of the firm of Morris, Marshall, Faulkner
and Co. Ed.

It wasagainasit happened,as we saw thereby some of the strang-
est and most striking scenery in Iceland.

3'They slept (part of them)as in note p. 6 of course: as to the eating,
everybody was not ahvays able to sit down to table.
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Comment on Text
‘very like P.P. Marshall’
A surveyor whose work for the Firm was minimal. Mackail says that his inclusion was ‘rather unaccountable’ (Life, Volume one, p 147). And, like Brown, he was bitter when Morris took over the Firm in 1875. Marshall was, moreover, a notorious drunkard, and I suspect that the fellow he’s compared to here is a bit in his cups. Georgie would have recognized and appreciated the reference.



On board- light of thedawn already showing in the North-east and pre-

ship . sently the moon rising red over the firth. I felt happy and

“Diana’ adventurous, as if all kinds of things were going to happen,
and very glad to be going. So to bed.



