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Al business commamicections o be addressed (o the Manager of the CoOMMONWEAL,
13 Farriugdon Road, B.C. DBusiness communicationy must xot be send to the
Briitors. AUl remitiances should be made in Postal Orders or ha{fuenny stamps,

TO0 OOBRRESPONDENTS.

Nogior To ALL BooranisTic NEwsPAPERS. —The Commonrweal will be regularly sent
to all Socialistic Contemporaries throughout the world, and it is hoped that
they on their side will regularly provide the Socialist League with their pepers

ey MAY RPPAaT.

WorkrveMer and women in factories, workshops, stores or milly, are requestad
to go around among their comradea and get up a list of subscribers for the
Commonwenl, and Jend a belping hand in the atrnggle for labour's freadon,

J, H, Joassoxn and W, BLuspeLs. —May be used later on.

W, Tavror.—Woe may be alie to do what is wished in ofter issues.

Ky1eEts oF Lasor.—For oll informotion as to this order and ah?s to be taken
in organising 1l d the CGteneral 8 ¥ Frederick Turner,

fairly assume his wish to do all that can be done under the present cireum-
stances. Considering his position, he may be said to admit the existence of
hard times to the full, and to e anxious not to say anything offensive to the
feelings of the working-men. ‘But, after all, phrases will not feed folk, and
it seemis to e he gives them little else. T should like to ask Mr. Chamber-
lain if he really thiuks that useful work (and he clearly aims ab that) can be
given to the nnemployed * without competing with that of cther labourers
now employed ” 7 And also how long such hybrid work as ke {:rt?posaa can
go on if the present distress goes on, or only betters a little 3 1t is after all
only playing ab finding productive or serviceable work for the unemployed.
Burely Mr. Chamberlain knows this. Is he thinking nothing more exalted
than, * After me the Deluge * §

Well, at least he is resigning his place, and hia motives for doing so are
betug much canvassed. One can easily imagine them. Perhaps he thinks
Mr. Gladstone will not carry his Irish measure, as he probably will not.
Perhaps lie is not very anxious to see the Irish landlords rather mora than

g
Lock Box No. 17, Philadelphia, Pa., T.5.A.

C. M. M.—-Have not time to send anything more than onr good wishes to you in
your struggle.

VERITAS.—Canvassing with all its attendant evils, of which not the least is the
method of payment of the canvaaser, i a necessary part of cur misernhle
commercial system. Join us in the endeavour to gat rid, not only of canvas-
sing but of the syatem.

Rucriven—England : Anarchist—Werker's Friend—Daylight (Novwich)—Chris-
tian Socislist—Church Reformer—National Beview—Republican—Journal of
Vigilance Assooiation — Justice—To-Day—Der Rebell— Freethinker —Prae-
tieal Sucislist—Leicester Co-operative Record. Belgium ! Lo (tuerre Social
{Brus=els), C(unode: L'Union Ouvriere (Montreal). Fronce; Parig: Cri
du Panple (daily) —Ls Revue Sceinliste —Le Révolté—Ls Hoctaliste—La
Tribupe des Peuples—Revue du Mouvemens Sccial, Le Devoir {Guise)
—Le For¢at du Travail (Bordesux) Germany: Newe Zeit (Stuttgart),
Holiand : Recht voor Allen. Hungary: Arbeiter-Woehen-Chronik (Buda-
pest), fraly: La Question Bociale (Turin)—Il Fascio Operaio (Milan)—
Morocee : Almoghreb Al-aken (Tangiers). New Zealend ; Watchman.
Portugnd: Q Campi Voz do Operario—0 Proteste Opernvio (Lisbon}.
Rowmanin : Drepturile Omului {daily, Bucharest). Serwin; Tchos (Belgrade).
8pain : El .A.uﬁ:l del Hogar—Reviata Social —Acracia ({Barcelona)—Ban-
dera Social (Madrid)—El Socianlismo (Cadiz). Sivitzerfond : Sozial Demo-
krat {(Zirich), T, 8. 4.; (New York): Volleszeitung — Der Soztalist —
Freiheit — Progress —Jolm  Swinton’s Paper — Sp the Light — Our
Conntr{‘.l {Boston); Liberty — Woman’s Journal —Index. Denver (Col.)
Labor Inguiver —Chicago (Il.) Alarm--Detroit (Mich.) Lobor Leai—Mus-
kegon (Mich,) Social Drift—¥rinceton (Mass.) Word—Cleveland (0.): Car-
penter—Chranicle. Cincinnatf ((.) Unionist—San Francisco {Cal.) Chroniela
—8tockton (Cal. ) Mnilfl’ebershurﬁ(ﬂl.} Voige of Labor—New Haven (Conn)
‘Workmen's Advocate—St, Louis (Mo.) : Die Parole—Altruist. Konsas (Mo.)
Sun—Philadelphis {Pa.} Socialist—Pittsburg (Pa.) Labor Herald—Paterson
(M. J.} Labor Standerd -Baltinore {Md, Yor Free Press—ValleH Falls
{Kon,} Lucifer—Atlanta {Ga.} New Working World—Newfoundland (Pa.)

i hiield {Minn,} Radical—Manel

La Tol 6—Lit: ter (N. H.) Weekly Budget
—Port‘rgild {Oragon) Alarm, { l ¥ &

Notes on Matters Parliamentary.

Bra as the passing days are with hopes of events to come, hard na the times
are now, and troublous as the outlook is, there lias seldom passed a wonth in
which there i8 go little to say about the proceedings of thai * representative”
body called Parliament, which according to the views of some worthy per-
gons i the only instrument by means of which the reconstruction of Soctety
can be earvied cut. Tt has as usual manifested its mingled tyranny and im-
potency, and for the rest has been doing uothin%_ but trying hard to sit cu
two atools at once, with apparently Little fear of the conseqnences, which
however duly follow it the shape of a inore peremptory dismissal than the

compersated for their land, which pleasure Mr. Gladstone’s bill will pr_uba.'l?lg
do for them, Perhaps also he sees that, the arrangements made, the Irial
easents will decline to pay thia “ compensation ® to the landlord, unseen,
indeed, but still existing ; and that the English tax][llayer will have to pay
it ; and Mr. Chamberlain may well dread the English taxpayer.

But perhaps, again, he sees shat Mr, Gladstone’s scheme means Be;{.larat.mu
simply, in the long run, and that when thie is found out, the “great heart of
the Fuglish people,” of whick we sometimes hear, will be ready to burst with
rather undignified rage, and will serve out thoa:ﬂ}l)oliticmna who Lrounght
matters to this pass, and Mr. Chamberlain naturaily does not want to be
served out. Vet it would seavcely answer his purpose to find himself the
repressntative of the stupid prejudice of Enplishmen against Irishmen, which
is quite as strong among Lil.l))erala and Radicals as it is with the other side.

But of course he has a good opportunity for sitting on {wo stools. If the
democratic side and Home Rule win be can say, * How could I consent to
buying out the landlords on their own terms, with all the dangers obviously
n.pperta.iuing thereto 7” If the Whig-Radical integrity of the empire wins,
he can say, “How could I consent to the injury dome to the great Anglo-
Saxon race and its fature—by admitting that a nation of Celts dow't belong
to that race 7" The temptation towards shuffiing is great; but it might be
better not to yield to it. TFor after all, the question for England veally is,
“Shall Irala.u{l eeparate with civil war or without 161" And for Frelund :
“Shall we be allowed to deal with the land as we think good 77

‘WiLLian Mormis,

THE PILGRIMS OF HOPE

X ~-READY TO DEPART.

I sa1p of my friend new-found that at first he saw not my lair ;
Yeu he and 1 and my wife were together here and there ;
And at last as my work increased and my den to a dwelling grew,
He came there often enough, and yet more together we drew.
Theu came 4 change in the man ; for a month he kept away,
Then came again and waa with us for a fortiight every day,
But often hesat there silent, which was little his wont with ua,
Aud at first T had no inkling of what congtrained him thus ;
I might have thought that he faltered, but now and again shere camne,
‘When we spoke of the Cause and it doings, a flash of his eager flame,
And he seemed himself for a while ; then the brightness would fade away,
Axnd he gloomed and shrank from my eyes.

Thus passed day after day,
Ang grieved I grew, and I pondered : till at last one eve we sat

Ty tha Eve bt ranrm tadethar and tallkked of tlvig and thet
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8o sore as my longing returneth to their trouble and sorrow and pain |

But time passed, and onee we wers aitting, my wife and T in our reem,
And it was in the London twilight and the February gleom,
‘When there came  knock, and he entered all pale, though bright were his

eyes,
And I knew that something had happened, and my heart to my mouth did

arise.
% Tt is over,” he said—"and beginning ; for Paris has fallen at last.
And who knows what next shall happen after all that has bappened and
passed ?
There now may we all be wanted.”
T took up the word ;: * Well then
Let us go, we three tngether, and there to die ke men.”

“ Nay,” he said, © to live and be happy like mei.” Then he dushed up red,
And she no less as she hearkened, as une thought throngh their lodies had
sped.
Thenli reached out my hand urto him, and I kissed her once on the brow,
But no word craving forgiveness, and no word of pardon £en now,
Our minds for onr mouths might faghien, -
In the February gleom
And into the dark we sat planning, and there was I in the room,
And in apeech I gave and% tapk ; but yet slone and apart
In the fields where I once was a youngling whiles wandered the thoughts of

my heart
And w)l;iles in the unseen Paris, and the strests made ready for war.
Night grew and we lit the tandles, and we drew together more,
And whiles we differed a Iittle as we settled what to do,
And my soul was cleared of confusion as nigher the deed-time drew.

‘Wel), I took my child into the eountry, as we had settled thare,
And gave him o'er to be cherished by a kindly woman's care,
A friend of my mother’s, but younger: and for Arthur, T let him give
His money, 2s mine was but little, that the boy might flourish and live,
Lest we three, or I and Arthur should perish in tumult and war,
And at least the face of his father he should look on never more.
You ory out shame on my honour 7 But yet remember again
That & man in my Loy was growi;f 3 must my Paasing pride and pain
Undo the manhood within him and his days and their doings bligl?t?
So I thrust my pride away, and T did what I desmed was right,
And left him down in our country,

And well may you think indeed
How 1y sad heart swelled at departing from the peace of river and mead,
But T held all sternly aback aud again to the town did T pass,
And as alons F journeyed, this was ever in my heart :
“ They may die ; they may live and be happy ; but for me I know my part,
In Parie to do my utmost, and there in Paris to dis1”
And I said, # The day of the deeds and the day of deliverance is pigh.”

WiLzian Moggts,

LESSONS IN SOCIALISM.
XL—THE LUST FOR SURPLUSVALUE IN ENGLAND.

‘WE have, following “ Das Kapital,” taken an example of the shamaless
devices of the exploiter to obtain unpaid labour from the exploitee,
from eastern Europe. Now, under the same guidance, let us trace out
some of the history of these same devices in England. To understand
this terrible and disgraceful history, first let us remind ourselves of the
oenaral nravisions of that Act of 1RA50 which in the firet nlace markc

Lhe regu:arly Tecurrent Crises .1l OUr ¢4pliallisbio A SLROW oL P uaie-
tion only alter the lust of the capitalist after surplus-labour in degree,
His anxiety to prolong the working day becomes at these times more
marked. With interrupted production, short time working, less time
spent in work, the more of that working time must from the capitalist's
point of view be surplus working-time. Hence the worse trade is, the

| more unserupulous are the masters. Thus, Horner reports that when

in his distriet 122 factories were closed, 143 were standing still, and
all the rest were working very short time, work was prolonged beyond
the legal limits. 'The same thing occurred habitually during the cotton
crisis tinte of 1861-65.

Masters consciously and men for the most part (as yet) unconsciously
recopnise the formation of surplus-value by this surplus (unpaid) labour,
“ Let me work may factory 10 minutes a-day over the legal time,” says
one manufacturver, * and you will put £1000 a-year into my pocket.”
And the men and children call one ancther ¢full-timers” and *half-
timers,” as their hours are the 12 or only 6 a day, Unconsciously,
they in the very names, recognise that they are to the capitalist end
under our modern method of production, nothing but personified
labour,

Press of other matter in the Commonweal this month malkes this
article shorter than usnal, I am the more content with this, as the
next number of the journal will be the first of the weekly series, and
the detafled history of the cruel exploitation of English workers can
well begin in our issue of May 1.

of working day Saturday 6 a.m. to 2 p.m,

Meal times ... ... ... . % hour, breakfast; 1 hour, dinner,

Nibbling and cribbing ... Encroachment on meal-times at both
ends. Beginning earlier, leaving off
later than legal times.

TFull-timers, half-timers ... The names for those whoss working-day
is respectively 12 and 6 hours. The
phrases embody the ides of the worker
a8 personified labour.

EpwARD AVELING,

Act of 1850 (legalised limits} Monday to Friday, 6 am. to 6 pm.

THE IMBECILITY OF WHOLESALE THRIFT.

Peruars the coolest specimen of « chaff” the most perfect illustration
of * insult added to injury,” is now being perpetrated by certain of our
bourgeois friends. The reason for the present depression in trade, for
thonsands of working men being absclutely without the means of sub-
sistence, for young girls taking to the street¢ in shoals—so numerous
indeed, that even here competition has asserted its dread supremacy,
and a woman's person is so cheap as to be barely worth the selling—for
all this misery, this starvation, this prostitution is the extravagance of’
the working classes! In other words, the British workman should no
longer be content with living on nothing, but should curteil his neces-
sities, s0 that he may live on something less than nothing.

Such a theory propounded in an epoch of universal self-denial and

hideous privation, might be expected to have been promptly laughed

At Af pvietancs  BEmanatine hnwevar fromn 2 hoanroeols sonrea the



