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sueh occasions, absurdity only was attained. What the Tord
Mayor, who arrived in his familiar blue-and-silver carriage, did inside
the wood, I have no idea ; but I gathered from the remarks of passers-
by thet the whole ceremony passed ofi' satisfactorily, for which we
should be very thankful, not knowing what might have happened had
it heen otherwise,

At all events, there the woods atill are, as before; only now they
are surrounded by a hideous white wooden fence guarded with gates
and padlocks, and broad paths now to intersect them (covered with the
contents of dust-bins, so it is rumoured) At a hastily-convened
meeting of local ratepayers (since declared illegnl) it was resolved to
buy a farther partion of the woods for £25,600, Doubtless the woods
are & great boon to the public {on Sundays), but the spectacls of people

.powpously and elaborately giving away what never belonged to them

is worth looking at. REviNaLD A. Brcerrt,

A DREAM OF JOHN BALL.

(Continued from p. 267.)

80 now I heard John Ball; how he lifted up his voice and said :

*Ho, all ye gocd people! T am a priest of God, and in my day’s
waork it cometh that T should tell you what ye should do, and what ye
should forbear doing, and to that end T am come hither ; yet first if I
myzelf have wronged any men here, let him say wherein my wrong-
doing lieth, that I may ask his pardon and his pity.”

A great hum of good-will ran through the crowd as he spoke ; then
he smiled as in a kind of pride, and again he spoke : ¢ Wherefore did
ye take me out of the archbishop's prison but three days agome, when
ye lighted the archbishop’s house for the candle of Canterbury, but
$hat I might speak to you and pray you: therefore I will not keep
silence whether I have dome ill or whether I have done well. And
herein, good fellows and my very brethren, I would have you to follow

‘me; and if there be such here, as I know full well there be some, and

may be o good many, who have heen robbers of their neighbours (and
who i¢ my neighbour? quoth the vich man), or lechers, or despitefu.
habers, or talebearers, or fawners on rich men for the lrurt of the poor
{and that is the worst of all)}—Ah, my poor brethren who have gone
sstray, 1 say not to you, go home and repent lest you mar our great
deeds, but rather come afield and there repent. Many s day have ye
been fools, but hearken unto me and I shall make you wise above the
wisdom of the earth: and if ye die in your wisdom, as God wot ye
well may, since the fields ye wend to bear swords for daisies and spears
for bents, then zhall ye be, though men call you dead, = part and
parcel of the living wisdom of all things, very stones of the pillars that
uphold the joyful earth.

“ Forsaoth, ye have heard it said that ye shall do well in this world
that in the world to come ye may live happily for ever: do ye well
then, and have your reward both on earth and in heaven ; for I say to
you that earth and heaven are not two, but one ; and this one is that
which ye know, and are each one of you a part of, to wit, the Holy
Chureh, and in each one of you dwelleth the life uf the church, unless
ye slay it. Forsooth, brethren, will ye murder the church any one of
you,jand go forth a wandering man and lonely even as Cain did who

will, for e face was stolid and nunmoved all the time, till he canght my
aye, and then he screwed np the strangest face, of scowling brow, weep-
ing eyes, and smiling month, while he dealt me a sounding thump in the
ribs with his left elbow, which, thongh it would have knocked me down
but for the crowd, T took as an esquire does the accolade which makes
a koight of him.

But while I pondered all these things, and how men fight and loze:
the battle, and the thing that they fought for comes about in spite of
their defeat, and when 1t comes turns out not to be what they meant,
and other men heve to fight for what they meant under anotlier name-
—while I pondered all this, Jokn Ball began to spesk agein in the
same soft and clear voiee with which he had Jeft off.

“ Good fellows, it was your fellowship and your kindness that took
me out of the archbishop’s prison three days agene, thoagh God wot ye
had nought to gain by it save outlawry and the gallows; yet lacked I
not your fellowship before ye drew near me in the body, and when be-
tween me and Cunterbury steeet was yet a stone wall, and the turnkeys
and sergeants and bailiffs, For hearken, my friends and helpers;
many days ago, while April was yet young, I lay there, and the heart
that I lad strung up to bear all things because of the fellowship of
men and the blessed saints and the sngels and those that are and those:
that are to be, this heart that I had strung up like a strong bow, fell
into feebleness, so that I lay there a-longing for the green fields and
the white-thorn hushes and the lark singing over the corn, and the talk
of good fellows round the ate-house bench, aud the habble of the little
children, and the team on the road and the beasts afield, and all the
life of earth ; and I alone all the while, near my foes and afar from my
friends, mocked and flouted and starved with cold and huager ; and so.
wenk was my heart that though I longed for all these things, yet I saw
them not nor knew them but as names; and I lenged so sore to be
gone that T chided myself that I had once done well; and I said to-
myself: ¢ Forsooth, hadst thou kept thy tongue between thy teeth
thou mightest have heen sometbing, if it had been but & parson of a
town, and comfortable to many a poor man ; and then mightest thou
have clad here and there the naked back, and filled the empty belly, and .
holpen many, and men would have spoken well of thes, and of thyself
thou hadst thought well ; and all this hast thou lost for lack of a word
Lere and there to some grent man, and a little winking of the eyes.
amidst murder and wrong and wn-ruth ; and now thou art nought and
helpless, and the hemp for thee is gown and grown und heckled and
spun, and lo, there the rope for thy gallows-tree!—all for nought, for
nought” Forsooth, my friends, thus I thought and sorrowed in my
foebleness that T had not been a traitor to the fellowship of the church,
for 'en so evil was my foolish imagination, Yet, forsooth, as I fell a-
pondering over all the comfort and help that I might have been and
that T might have had if T been but a little of a trembling cur to creep:
and crawl before abbot and bishop and baron and bailiff, came the
thought over me of the evil of the world wherewith 1. John Ball, the
rascal hedge-priest, had fought and striven in the fellowship of the-
saints in heaven and poor men upon earth. Yea, forsooth, once again
1 gaw ag of old, the great treading down the little, and the strong
besting down the weak, and cruel wen fearing not, and kind men
daring not, and wise men caring not; and the saints in heaven forbearing
and yet bidding me not to forbear; forsooth, I knew once more that he-
who doeth well in fellowship, and because of fellowship, shall not £ail
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on other men because he is rich ; and surely every one that is rich is
such an one, nor may be other. Forsooth, in the belly of every rich
man dwelleth & devil of hell, and when the man would give his goods
o the poor, the devil within him gainsayeth it, and saith, * Wilt thou
then be of the poor, and suffer cold and hunger pnd mocking as they
suffer, then give thou thy goods to them and keep them not’ And
when he would be compassionate, again saith the devil to him, ¢ If thou
heed these losels and turn on them a face like to their faces and deem
of them as men, then shall they scorn thee, and evil shall come of it,
and even one day they shall fall on thee to slay thee when they have
learned that thou art but as them.’ '

Ah, woe worth the while | too oft he sayeth, sooth, as the wont of
the devil is, that; lies may be born of the barren truth ; and sooth it is
that the poor deemeth the rich to be other than he, and meet to be his
master, as though, forsooth, the poor were come of Adam and the rich
of him that made Adem, that is (tod ; and thus the poor man oppres.
soth the poor man, because he feareth the oppressor. Nought such are
ye, my brethren ; or else why are ye gathered here in harness to bid all
bear witkess of you that ye are the sons of one man and one mother,
begotten of the earth?”

As he said the words there came a stir among the weapons of the
throng, and they pressed closer vound the cross, yet witheld the shout
as yet which seemed gathering in their bosoms, . .

_ And again he said : « Foraooth, too many rich men there are in this
‘realin; and yet H there were but one, therc would be one too many,
for all should be his thivalls. Hearkén, then, ye men of Kent. For

over long belike have I held you with words ; but the love of you con-
strained me, and the joy that o man hath to bobble to his friends and

his fellows whom he hath not seen for a long season. Now, hearken, I
%id you: To the rich men that eat up a realm there cometh a time
‘when they whom they eat up, that is the poor, sesm poorer than of
wont, and their complaing goeth up londer to the hewvens; yet it is no

riddle to say that oft 2t such times the fellowship of the poor is waxing -

stronger, else would no man have heard his ery. Also at such times is
the rich man become fearful, and so waxeth in eruelty, and of that
ernelty do people misdeem that it iz power and might waxing. For-
sooth, ye are stronger than your fathers, because ye are more grieved
than they, and yo should have been less grieved than they had ye been
horses and swine; and thep, forsooth, would ye have been stronger
te bear; but ye, ye are not strong to bear, but to do. And wot ye

why we are come to you this fair eve of holyday? and wot ye why I
have been telling of fellowship to you? Yen, forsooth, I deem ye wot
well, that it is for this cause, that ye might hethink you of your fellow-
ship with the men of Esgex.”

_ His last word let loose the shout that had been long on all men’s
Lips, and grest and fierce it was 25 it rang shattering through the quiet
upland village. But John Ball held up his hand, and the shout was
-one and no more,

Then he spoke again: “ Men of Kent, I wot well that ye are not so
hard bested ag those of other shires, by the token of the day wheun
behind the sereen of leafy boughs ye met Duke William with bill and
bow as he wended Londonward from that woeful field of Sealae; but

T have told of fellowship, and ye have henrkened and understood what.

the Holy Church is, whereby ye know that ye are fellows of the saints
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glad, because men no more fear each other; and the churl shall be

ashamed, and shall hide bis churlishnesa till it be gone and he bé no

ntore a churl ; and fellowship shall be established in heaven and on

the eartl.” WitLianm Momrie.
(T be continwed.)

THE IMPRACTICABILITY OF THE PRESS.

Bocravists are frequently encountered with the assertion that their
schemes are impracticable. The class of people who make this assertion
foolishly suppose that they linve a monapoly of practicability and there
is none left for Socialists, perhnps it would be instructive to see
how much of that quality they really possesa, The opinions of this
kind of folk are formed, mnd consequently represented by the daily
press, and I will turn to a daily paper to see what it can suggest to
cope with the difficulties of our social syatem.

The Daily News of November 8, gives a graphic deseription of a
common lodging-houss in Lock’s Fields, and the writer depicts in o
foreible manner the brutality, wretchedness, and misery of the people
who are reduced so low as to have to resort to such lodgings. The
writer of the article betook himself to this lodging-house and paid for
the best accommodation provided, and lay down in the -coener ofa
latge room, on the ioor of which * men, wonien, end children” wereé
passing the night amid the mest filthy syrroundings, to tale nofew
He does not appear to have stayed there long; he shortly had to best
a retreat, for a fight took place, and he desmed discretion the better

art of valour and fled. In his flight he stminbled into ancther room
where there was no light. However, the moon favoured him, and
threw & light into this sbode of vice and migery, On the floor of this
room he saw “boys and girls from 6 to 16" ... . with *misery,
want, and absolute starvation imprinted on nearly all the wizened
faces,” taking the rest nature demands.

It is not the business of a descriptive writer on n newspaper staff to
auggest remedies for the evils he depicts. He only details whit hp
sees, interspersed ionally by an excl jon of disgust or other-
wise as hefits the case. The writer of the article referred to adheres
very closely to description, but he asks, * Can such = sight be possible
in the year of ocur Lord, 18861”

The Paily News, in addition to this descriptive article, devotes a
leader to it, and to the Jeader I naturally turn to see what practie.
alle remedies may be sugzested for such a barbarous state of things,;
but there is no suggestion of any kind. It gives vent to a burst o
two of disgust, and refers to “ good old Hogarth’s time, then it was
{3in Court, now it is Lock's Fields.” *That iz about all the differ-
ence,” and goes on. * This note of everlastingness in it is the truly
soothing thought.” The language hos yet to be invented in which I
could express my contempt for the man that could pen such a sentenpe.
Perhaps the exigeneics of maintaining » largs and incressing circulg-
tion demands such an expression. - _—

The closing sentenca of the leader is as follows : *One day, perhaps
the true deliverer will come, soma man Wwhoe will know how to make
us truly feel for one another, and grow sick and aghamed of most pf
the vanities of art, ecience, and li_t:emtgm,ﬂ as well as uf_ the luxury




