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way more or less revolutionary, and to do some things which
the Dublin parliament if established would have to do. For the question rests on the livelihood of the Irish peasants, and whether their
landlords shall be allowed for ever to squeeze their incomes in the
shabbiest possible manner out of the poverty of these poor people, so
that shelving the question is impossible ; nor is it of any moment to
Socialists or sensible people which of the two parties in the game of
politics gives way and yields some practical measure of home rule as a
step towards the attempt to deal with the question.
Between a " dishing " Tory measure and a compromising Gladstonian one there will be
to act in a

any difference.
Meanwhile the Tories, in following out their natural course of upholding the shabby landlord tyranny in Ireland, have passed the

little if

HATS YOU NOT HEARD HOW IT HAS GONE WITH MANY A CAUSE BEFORE NOW : FIRST, FEW MEN
IT ; NEXT, MOST MEN CONTEMN IT ; LASTLY, ALL MEN ACCEPT IT—AND THE CAUSE IS WON
!

Communications invited on Social Questions. They should be written on one side oj
the paper, addressed to the Editors, IS Farringdon Rd., E.G., and accompanied
ky the^ name and address of the writer, not necessarily for publication.
As all articles are signed, no special significance attaches to them because of their position in these pages. None to be taken as more than in a general manner expressing
the views of the League as a body, except it be so explicitly declared by the Editors.
Rejected MSS. only returned if a stamped directed envelope is forwarded with them.
Subscriptions.
For Europe and United States, including postage, per year, 6s.

—

six months, 8s.; three months, Is. 6d.
Business communications to be addressed to Manager of the Commonweal, IS Farringdon Road, E.G. Remittances in Postal Orders or halfpenny stamps.

Periodicals received during the week ending Wednesday January

England

—

Church Reformer
Die Autonomie

Jus

—
—

Justice

London— Freie

Volkszeitung
Boston Woman's Journal
Liberty
Chicago (111. ^-Knights of Labor
Chicago Alarm
Vorbote
Chicago Labor Enquirer
Hammonton(NJ)Credit Foncier
Milwaukee (Wis.)— Volksblatt
N. Haven Workmen's Advocate
Paterson (N J) Labor Standard
San Francisco (Cal) The People
Coast Seamen's Journal
San Francisco Arbeiter-Zeitung

Presse

Labour Tribune

Norwich—Daylight
Xhir Corner

traonal Bights Journal
ilway Review
-Day

Worker's Friend

South Australia
Melbourne— Liberator
New South Wales
Hamilton— Radical
India

Bankipore— Behar Herald
United States
Hew York Der Sozdalist

—

Paris— Cri

Le

Truthseeker

Liege—L'Avenir
Switzerland
Zurich— Sozial Demokrat
Italy
Gazetfca Operaia

Milan— n

Spain

Madrid— El Socialista
Germany

Hungary
Arbeiter-Wochen-Chronik

Roumania

Holland

1887

Fascio Operaio

Rome — L'Emancipazione

Marsala— La Nuova Eta

Berlin—Volks Tribune

Jassy— Lupta

Hague— Recht voor Allen
Amsterdam—Voorwaarts

WHAT

Ghent—Vooruit
Antwerp— De Werker

Socialiste

Lille— Le Travailleur
Guise— Le Devoir

—

Freiheit

France
du Peuple (daily)

4.

Belgium
Seraing (Ougree)— Le Reveil

Denmark
Social-Demokraten

HAS DONE.

The

year 1887 is come to an end, a year in many respects eventful;
will it be chiefly known by in the future, when it has become
history ? To some it will be the Jubilee year ; to some the central
year of the great Tory ascendancy ; to some, it may be, for a little
while, the last of the thoroughly bad years of the depression
of trade.
Yet again it may be known hereafter as the last year of the European
armed truce ; and to others it will be remembered as the great year of
Coercion.
Which wiU it be? Another question can be our only
answer. Is our future to be that of patient slaves bearing their
hard
lot apathetically, and idle and vacant
lords who live by their labour,
with no thought but for the follies and toys with which
they kill the
dragging and unhappy hours of their dull lives? Is
the knowledge of
the world still to bring us degradation, its
wealth misery, its power
slavery ? If that is to be so let us
remember the past year as the year
of the Queens Jubilee, and be mildly
satisfied at the thought of the
hundreds of thousands of slaves and slave holders
who turned out into
the streets to witness the symbolic procession
of the triumph of Official
Dishonesty, and let us note the year as
the first of a new epoch of
Resolute Government," the rule of tyrannous
fools and pedants over
helpless and unthinking cowards.
But if, on the other hand, our
future is to be the struggle of slaves to free
themselves, however intermittent it may be ^although that struggle be
irresolute and unorganised, at whiles timid, at whiles rash—as, alas
the rebellion of slaves is
but too apt to be,—if Rebellion is to be our future,
then we must
look back at the past year with hope as one of the
noteworthy landmarks on the road of revolution.
Let us briefly review the events of 1887, then, and see
whether anything in them points to the conclusion that we shall be
driven to for4t
&
our hopes, and accept the prospect of the immediate future
as one of
apathy and despair.
From the "political" point of view the Irish Question has been the
only one of the past year ; and no doubt there will be many
in these
last days of 1887 who will both say and think that
the Irish are
further from reaching their goal than ever ; that Resolute
Government
will keep the excitement under till from sheer weariness
and despair
people yield, and sit still in sullen discontent, and that the
hopes of
the Home Rulers, which were brightening in the early part
of the year,
are now clouded over.
This opinion is not without some foundation
reason, and would be amply justified if the only point in
the Irish
Question were the establishment of an Irish Parliament in Dublin
with
more or less real authority over the Irish people ; but, ag has
often
been pointed out in these columns, the question
goes much deeper than
that, and necessity will
compel either or both of the political parties
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Coercion Bill usual in dealings with that country. Under ordinary
circumstances such a measure would have received little notice in
England ; but with the present revolutionary feeling that is in the air,
its results have been much more telling than the results of such
measures are used to be. Although the Gladstonians resisted it feebly
enough in Parliament, and no determined protest was made against it
except by the Socialists and extreme Radicals, yet the carrying out of
its provisions in Ireland itself have as it were raised aloft the sufferings
of the poor as a banner for all revolutionary-minded people to rally to.
The imprisonment of Irish members and the Lord Mayor of Dublin,
and the arrest of Mr. Blunt, merely as a piece of arbitrary high-handedness, and the quashing of the case against the police murderers at Mitchelstown, have forced the dullest to see that Ireland is in rebellion against
the Government, not the people, of England; and if anyone goes
further to seek the cause for the rebellion, he cannot fail to find out
that it is with the Irish landlord, as with the French seigneur before
the Revolution, according to Carlyle's epigram The widow is gathering
three nettles for herself and her children, and two out of every three!/
"
she has to yield up the lord as rent.
Is it too much to hope that the
enquirer who has thus got to the bottom of the Irish question will
follow the enquiry up as to the condition of the workman throughout
civilisation, and will get to know the meaning of rent, profit, and
interest, and the way in which the proprietary class work them 1
(Phus
the Irish question will educate many in revolution, and the events of
1887 will certainly help on his education in this direction.
There is another series of events in which the past year has been
rich, which must be lumped together as interference with the right of
public meeting.
In the beginning of the year these events seemed
to most people to be of little importance except to the small body of
men against whom they were immediately directed the- Socialists, to
wit ; and they have been for years accustomed to have their meetings
attacked by the police on the specious grounds of jU&fe convenience.
But the special point of all the attacks made on jflBHMp* had been
their obvious malignity and vindictiveness, showiniy tniilntences on
the men who fell into the power of the authorities. The game began
with Justice Grantham's sentence on our comrades Henderson and
Mowbray at Norwich, in which, as usual in such cases, the judge made
himself an advocate for the prosecution.
Then came the sentences on
the members of the S.D.F. and other men (not Socialists) who got
entangled in the police-manufactured riot at the gates of Hyde Park
in March.
At this the general public kicked somewhat, and the
magistrates sentences were impossible to be wholly upheld on appeal.
But as the days wound round to the autumn, and it became clear that
we were to have the usual unemployed demonstration in greater force
than ever, the respectable classes took the alarm, and the police were
set on to make the attacks on peaceable citizens who had committed
the crime of being poor, which culminated in the shameful day of
November 13th, and the still more shameful scenes in the police and
law courts which followed it. This time the Socialists found themselves in alliance with the extreme Radicals, as in the affair of Dod
Street.
But the allies were deserted by everybody else, even by the
Irish party (with the single exception, as far as I know, of Michael
Davitt), although they are suffering from the same tyranny themselves.
In fact this time the affair, as far as it has gone, has been an ominous
flash from the smouldering volcano of class war which underlies
modern
sham-society. This has been so well felt that all respectability promptly
sided with the attack on elementary political rights, and outside the
definite Socialist organs we have had the whole of the press against
us
except the Pall Mall Gazette and Reynolds ; while on the other hand
no one who witnessed the sympathetic demeanour of the huge crowds
that accompanied or looked on at LinnelFs funeral procession could
venture to deny that the masses in London are on our side.
To turn to the struggle of the workers in the net of capitalistic production.
The year began with the abortive strike of the Lanarkshire
miners, in which our comrades at Glasgow took a part at once bold
and considerate, and thereby did much to forward the work of propaganda.
This was followed by the strike of the Northumbrian miners,
which again was taken advantage of by Socialists, with most encouraging results.
These have been the most typical instances of the direct
labour struggle ; but the whole year has been full of labour disputes,
which is the more remarkable since up to the present time it has been
a year of great depression ; though just now there seem to be signs of
a revival of business in several trades, which, if it turns out to have any
endurance, will no doubt be hailed as a token of the stability of our
present system of production, and the lasting glory of the British
Empire which is not ashamed to live on the ruin of the Celtic peasants,
and the desperate misery of the London slum-dwellers.
Abroad the American middle-classes have relieved their fear or
:

—

satisfied their cold

and stupid malice by the consummation of their
who had the temerity to be actively on

revenge on the revolutionists
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the workmen's side in a bitter Chicago labour struggle, nor will they
fcnow till the revolution is upon them how dearly their revenge will
cost them.
Bismarck has had one or two triumphs won a huge majority in the
spring ; carries his army bill easily now ; he has reduced the number
of Socialist members to five, but has not succeeded in reducing the
number of Socialists, which still goes on growing. He is engaged in
strengthening the law against the Socialists, as a counter-stroke to the
international congress which is to come off this year.
France having disappointed her enemies and the enemies of progress
by avoiding a political revolution which could have been but political
only, is still busily engaged by means of her bourgeoisie in contributing
her share to the embroglio of corruption which must end at last in
deadlock and the fateful outbreak and change.
In Russia the universities are closed in order to damp down the
revolutionary fire spreading so swiftly among the students, and everything grows more and more unbearable.
Aid with all this the year has ended as it began with the terror of
a great European war, concerning which Lord Salisbury, wishing to
make the best of it, could say little more than that he didn't think it

EVOLUTION.
All

progress that which groweth not
Is dead or dying.
He that would retrace
The happy footsteps of our infant race,
seeks for man no fairer future lot,

:

would come just yet.
Certainly it must be said that the past year has not been of such a
kind as to give confidence to the upholders of the stability of the
present system.
Democratic ideas tending towards Socialism have
been evolved from the Irish struggle, and men's minds have been
familiarised thereby with resistance to authority ; the precariousness
of livelihood under the capitalist has been brought home more and
more among the workers, and the preaching of Socialism has inspired
them with hope to change all that ; the special tyranny of the last two
months has embittered the Radicals against the Government, and also
shown them how little they can depend on their so-called leaders among
the Liberals, and how powerless they are as an affix to the Liberal
party it has shown them that they as working men must be true to
their class or be of no account in politics at all ; the sentences passed
-on the so-called rioters, after evidence which one would have expected
even a lawyer to reject, have shown the "lower classes" that the
boasted equality before the law is a gross sham ; that the law is made
for the rich man and the master and against the poor man and the
worker, and that when the class-war rises to its height, no more mercy
will be shown by the "moral " smug British bourgeois than by any
tyrant of modern or ancient times ; that law and civilisation are no
protection for those who may frighten the proprietary classes, and that
the strong arm only will help them. All this has been speedy education towards revolution, and will sink deep into the mind of the people.
Doubtless the past year has been a landmark on the road to revolution,
and the reaction.of which the stupid Tories and their allies the pessimistic prigs of "culture" make so much of is but a measure of the
"Progress" no longer
advance of the tide of the new social life.
means a political game in which these high personages could take a
part without any danger to their position, or offence to their sensithe " common people " have now to be dealt with as real perbilities
sons threatening real things, and respectability shrinks back before
them, partly in fear, partly in hatred. This explains the recrudescence
Once again the classof Toryism, the apparent victories of reaction.
war is becoming obvious to all, and 1887 has done a great deal to make
William Morris.
it so.
;

LITERARY NOTES.
by Gen. M. M. Trumbull, is a telling exposure in
pamphlet form of the rascally and murderous conduct of the whole trial of
the Chicago Anarchists. May be obtained from Lucy E. Parsons, 787 Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago, 111., at 7d. a copy, 10 for 3s. 6d. post free.
We have not yet seen the Letters of David Kicardo to Thomas Kobert
Malthus, 1810-23 (8vo, 10s. 6d.), published by the Clarendon Press, but
these letters cover the whole time of the friendship of two men who for

Was

it

a Fair

Trial,'

'

'

many

reasons are interesting to Socialists.

The Canadian Workman (Montreal)
For

is

a " labour paper."

It

is

the organ

of Labour, apparently of the orthodox Powderly section.
a journal which sets out to "educate the masses" it should have an

of the

.

Knights

editor rather better informed on the general labour movement than the man
who now runs it. In a late issue he informs his readers that the S.D.F. "is
•the only society in existence in England which has a Socialistic platform or
anything approaching it," and their programme he styles " Utopian."

.

Articles of interest to Socialists in the January magazines. Murray's
" The Royal Irish Constabulary," Col. R. Bruce, C.B. (late Inspector-General
of the Force).
Longman's : " The Unemployed and the Donna in 1887."
Chambers' Journal : " Why is Wheat so low in Price ? " Fortnightly : " Chas.
'

Darwin," F. W. H. Myers "Egypt in 1888," Col. F. Duncan, M.P. "The
Distress in London," Earl Compton and Cardinal Manning,
Contemporary :
"The Workless, the Thriftless, and the Worthless," by the author of "Social
Wreckage"; "The Value of the Individual," Yernon Lee. Time: "The
Moral Aspect of Socialism," Prof. Caird. National Review : " The Poor Law
and the Church," Rev. Morris Fuller, M.A.
;

.

'

Margarine.

;

—Those who" remember the outcry made by Jus and the party

speaks for against the Act for the better Prevention of the Fraudulent
Sale of Margarine," passed last August, can hardly do better than send one
Jd. stamp and a stamped wrapper to Eyre and Spottiswoode (East Harding
Then it will
Street, Fleet Street), and receive in return a copy of the Act.
be seen that it can harm none but the dishonest, as it does not interfere in
the least with the sale of margarine, except as butter. Margarine may still
be sold without let or hindrance, but it must not be palmed off on an unOf course as fraud is recognised by
suspecting public as what it is not.
Jus and the L. P. D. L. among legitimate means of competition they are
.naturally sore at the little game being hindered.— S.
it

:

Who

Or scanning o'er the waste one pleasant spot
Deems it indeed man's final dwelling-place,
Essays to close his hand on time and space,
And when the world stands still the world will

rot

Fight then beneath this banner, and be bold,
Knowing that Fate, though silent, never sleeps
Though gazing long into the mists of old,
And far into the future's mystic deeps,
For vigil-vision thou mayst but behold
One of its slow gigantic spiral sweeps.

Reginald A. Beckett.

SAMUEL FIELDEN.
Samuel Fielden was born on February 25th, 1847, at Todmorden, LanHis father, Abram Fielden, was a weaver. The Fielden Brothers'
cashire.
mills were the largest in that part of the country, and they contained two
thousand looms. His father was a man of more than ordinary intelligence,
a person of deep thought, with whom few cared to cross swords in an argument. Samuel says " I remember that the most intelligent people of our
acquaintance instead of going to church on Sunday used to meet at our
house to discuss politics, religion, and all subjects pertaining to social and
These meetings carried on in the rich Lancashire accent conpolitical life.
tained a peculiar charm for me, and gave me my first taste for tj*e study of
father was a
Sociology. I used to wonder how they knew so much.
peculiarly eloquent conversationalist, and the recital of the most ordinary
incident from his lips bore the charm of romance. When the ten hour
movement was being agitated in England, my father was on the committee
of agitation in my native town, and I have heard him tell of sitting on the
platform with Earl Shaftesbury, John Fielden, Richard Ostler, and other
advocates of that cause. He was an earnest admirer of the principles advocated by Fergus O'Connor. He was also one of the incorporators of the
Consumer's Corporation Society in the town of Todmorden, and one of the
He was also one of the shareofficers of that society for a long time.
owners in some co-operative manufacturing establishments of that vicinity.
He was one of the prime movers in the Odd Fellow's Benevolent Society.
Although my father was a severe man, there seemed to be a sort of freemasonry between him and the children of the neighbourhood. They all
loved him dearly. He was a staunch supporter of every measure for the
the
relief of Irish peasantry from the greed of the foreign blood-suckers
mother died when I was ten years old, and I only
English landlords.
remember her as a sweet, patient, little dark-eyed woman with a pleasant
her maiden name was Alice Jackson ; my first great sorrow came
face
with her death. I don't think the world is ever as bright after so great a
Although but a child when she died, the lines of Cowper on the death
loss.
of his mother came home to me, oh, so forcibly at times :
:

My

—

My

;

"

:

'

life is

But while the wings of fancy still are free,
I can take such mimic views of thee,
Time has but half succeeded in his theft,
Thy self removed, thy power to soothe me left.'

*

And

"
father died August 28th, 1886. I undoubtedly inherit from my
father that hatred of shams and hypocrisy, and from my mother that sympathy that I find it impossible not to feel for every form of suffering, and
which has impelled me to try to do something toward alleviating it, and I
believe, now, to-day, even with this great shadow hanging over me, that I
was fortunate in having such a father and mother. When I think of those
who have no higher ideas of human life than to make money, that if my
In my
lines had fallen in different places I could do a great deal more.
early home life was sown the germ of that philosophical character which
some people have given me credit for possessing in late years. I received
great deal of my early life
my early education at a small private school.
was spent in a factory, of which I could write volumes, but limited space
will not permit.
But I will say this ; I think, that if the devil has a particular enemy whom he wishes to unmercifully torture, the best thing for
him to do would be to put his soul into the body of a Lancashire factory
I think that
child and keep him as a child in a factory the rest of his life.
would satisfy the love of cruelty of his Satanic Majesty." Samuel Fielden
is a fine-looking man, he has a very kind face and laughing eyes, and is
spoken of by all of his friends as " the good-natured Fielden." In Fielden's
speech at the Haymarket meeting, even as reported by Mr. English, a reporter for the Chicago Tribune^ not one word can be found which has the
least reference to the bomb-throwing, or contained any proposition or suggestion for the use of violence that night or in the immediate future, and
Mr. English himself says his instructions from the Tribune office were to
take only the most incendiary part of his speech. In speaking of the socalled McCormick riots on the afternoon of May 3rd, "Men in their blind
rage," was the characterisation by Fielden of the persons who threw stones
at McCormick's factory hands. Fielden has ever been an honest, upright,

My

A

hard-working man. His presence at the Haymarket and his speaking there,
resulted simply from the request for speakers sent to the meeting of the

American group.
bulk of the human race are always to remain as at present, slaves to toil
which they have no interest and therefore feel no interest— drudging from early
morning till late at night for bare necessaries, and with all the intellectual amd
moral deficiencies which that implies—without resources either in mind or feelIf the

in

ings ; untaught, for they cannot be better taught than fed ; selfish, for all their
thoughts are required for themselves ; without interests or sentiments as citizens
and members of society, and with a sense of injustice rankling in their minds,
equally for what they have not, and for what others have, I know not what
there is which should make a person with any capacity of reason concern himself
But there is no ground for such a
about the destinies of the human race.
view of human affairs. Poverty, like most social evils, exists because men follow
Mill's 'Political Economy ,'
their brute instincti, without due consideration.
Bock 2, Chap. IS.
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