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what obstreperous

(or rather the liquor in him did) and was run in by
the police. This would not be worth mentioning if it were not thatour comrades were vexed and indignant that the Norwich Nupkinses
gave him a month next day, our comrades by no means wishing to
bring the law down on their opponents for such trifles.
In the evening Burrows and Mainwaring spoke again in the Market
Place to a large audience, and Morris lectured (on Monopoly) at the
Gordon Hall, which was as full as it would hold. No opposition could
be got, and it was clear that the whole audience were really Socialists.
On the Monday Burrows, Mainwaring, and Morris spoke in the
Market Place in the dinner hour ; the audience was again large for a
week-day, and did not break up till 2.30, having listened eagerly all
the time. Burrows and Mrs. Besant spoke at Carrow, close to Colman's mustard works, in the dinner hour, and had a large and satisfactory audience, mostly composed of the workmen and girls, Mrs. Besant
telling her hearers of the illegality of fines.
The last open-air meetings
YOU NOT HEARD HOW IT HAS GONE WITH MANY A CAUSE BEFORE NOW! FIRST, FEW MEN
was in the Market Place at 6.30. Burrows, Mainwaring, and MorriB
IT NEXT, MOST MEN CONTEMN IT LASTLY, ALL MEN ACCEPT IT—AND THE CAUSE IS WON
speaking.
One or two ill-conditioned persons attempted to get up a
Oommunications invited on Social Questions. They should be written on one side of row on this occasion, but produced little or no effect on the crowd>
the paper addressed to the Editors, IS Farringdon Rd., E.G., and accompanied
who listened as attentively as before.
by the name and address oj the writer, not necessarily for publication.
The meetings ended with Mrs. Besant's lecture in St. Augustine's.
As all articles are signed, no special significance attaches to them because of their posiSchool, a large room somewhat on the outskirts of the town, to which
tion in these pages. None to be taken as more than in a general manner expressing
the views of the League as a body, except it be so explicitly declared by the Editors.
we haa been driven by the refusal of the large halls in the town. This
Rejected MSS. only returned if a stamped directed envelope is forwarded with them.
place was crammed by an eager audience, who took up every point in
year,
6s.
Subscriptions.
For Europe and United States, including postage, per
the lecture, which, though both eloquent and clear, would have been
six months, Ss.; three months, Is. 6d.
hard to follow by a non-Socialist who had not studied the question.
Business communications to be addressed to Manager of the Commonweal, IS FarThe answering of the questions also which were put gave occasion to
ringdon Road, E.G. Remittances in Postal Orders or halfpenny stamps.
the audience to show that they appreciated the points, and certainly
N. S. For particulars of the Kaweah colony write to J J. Martin, Box 427, except for a few respectables who honoured us with their presence,
Visalia, Tulare Co., Cal., U.S.A.
there could have been but few present who were not thoroughly
Will be used—D. N. J. T. W.
Unsuitable "A Landlord's Song."
sympathetic.
The press, both Liberal and Tory, reported all our proceedings fully,
Periodicals received during the week ending Wednesday August 22.
and considering all things, quite as fairly as could be expected. In
Boston—Woman's Journal
Rome —L'Emancipazione
England
Liberty
Marsala—La Nuova Eta
Church Reformer
comparing the audiences there with others, one could not fail to be
Cremona— II Democratico
Chicago—Labor Enquirer
Justice
Vorbote
Florence — La Question Social©
struck with an air of eagerness and receptiveness, which shows that
Labour Tribune
Fort Worth (Tex)— South West Messina— II Riscatto
London— Freie Presse
the propaganda is doing its work. The audiences do not come to stare
Turin -II Muratore
Norwich— Daylight
France
Spain
Railway Review
or loaf, but to listen.
Paris—Cri du Peuple (daily)
El Productor
Telegraph Service Gazette
Le Parti Ouvrier (daily)
The impression which Socialism has thus made in a place not very
Madrid— El Socialista
The Miner
Lille— Le Cri du Travailleur
Worker's Friend
Portugal
important, nor specially progressive, is the result of sheer hard work
Nimes— L'Emancipation
New South Wales
Lisbon— O Protesto Operario
Holland
on the part of our comrades, who are all quite poor men, and have no
Hamilton— Radical
Germany
Hague -Recht voor Allen
India
Berlin—Volks Tribune
influence but what their steadiness and enthusiasm in the Cause gives,
Herald
Behar
Bankipore—
Belgium
Austria
Madras— People's Friend
them. What has been done there can be done elsewhere if only men
Ghent—Vooruit
Arbeiterstimme
United States
Liege —L'Avenir
Roumania
will devote themselves to the propaganda.
Freiheit
York—
New
Antwerp— De Werker
Jassy—Muncitoriul
Der Sozialist
Our comrades are in trouble at Yarmouth. The week before this
Switzerland
Denmark
Truthseeker
demonstration, comrade Poynts was summoned for speaking on the
Zurich— Sozial Demokrat
Social-Demokraten
Volkszeitung
Sweden
Italy
Jewish Volkszeitung
Church Plain in that town, though we had held meetings there for
Stockholm, Social-Demokraten
Gazetta Operaia
Alarm
long, and though a religious meeting was being held at the same time
Milan— II Fascio Operaio
Malmo—Arbetet
Workmen's Advocate
Our comrade has been sent to
as he was holding the Socialist one.
prison for a month for this terrible " offence " of free speaking, and as
this is clearly a piece of mere persecution of opinion, it is to be hoped
that all parties who have any feeling for freedom will back up our
I am sure our comrades generally will be glad to hear a little of the friends, who are fighting the battle of free speech for all honest men>
course of Socialist propaganda in Norwich and its neighbourhood, which both in the present and the future.
for some reason or other has become a stronghold of the cause.
William Morris.
Qur comrades had determined on a rally in Norwich, and invited
several of us Leaguers, together wr ith Mrs. Besant and Herbert
FREE SPEECH.
Faulkner, Mrs. Schack, Mainwaring, and
Burrows, to help them.
Morris got down to the old city on Saturday evening, and were most For some considerable time the Norwich branch has been holding very successful
meetings every week, which are considerably increasing in number, much to the
cordially received by the Branch at the Gordon Hall, where there was
annoyance of the bourgeois class at Yarmouth, who have at last taken steps to
singing and recitation, and agreeable converse generally.
Two
try and suppress them by summoning one of our comrades for obstruction.
On the Sunday morning Mainwaring went to Yarmouth, and ad- summonses have been issued, the first one under the Act of 1849— which has
the
police
Mrs. Schack went to Wymond- been since withdrawn, I suppose through the Act being rather old and
dressed a large meeting on the beach.
ham, and though the meeting in that quiet little place was not big, evidence shaky. The second one was issued, and our comrade, George Poynts,
special muster of the great
In the city itself, Faulkner spoke had to appear on Wednesday, August loth, before a
„ it was very attentive and serious.
unpaid. Our comrade made an able defence, and clearly proved no obstruction
at St. Mary's Plain and Morris, with Mowbray in the chair, in the was caused. Of course these non-producing idlers could not understand that.
Market Place. The meeting there was considerably over a thousand, Our comrade pointed out to them another meetinej was being held at the same
and was attentive and sympathetic. Faulkner came up just before it time and place by the Church Army, who were really causing the obstruction if
were not considering whether it was a rewas over, and gave a short address on the subject of Education ; and there was any. But these gentlemen
ligious or Socialist meeting, so they fined our comrade £1, and £1 7s. 6d. costs,
the meeting held well together to the last.
Our comrade is now doing the
in all £2 7s. 6d., or one month's imprisonment.
In the afternoon a waggonette was drawn up under the bronze term of imprisonment. As it was his wish as well as ours that this question
shadow of that very dull hero the Iron Duke (in bronze), and Mow- should be fought out, we intend carrying on the propaganda there in spite of
We have comrades in this branch who are willing
bray was in the " chair " there at 2.30, our comrades of the Branch prosecutions or imprisonment.
The more
to carry on the meetings, without auy fear of imprisonment or fines.
platform.
the
It
was
an
round
exciting
scene
when
we
being drawn
sacrifice we make we feel sure the movement will go on with greater success than
got there, the concourse being very large round the platform, in spite ever. On Thursday last a good meeting was held by comrade Reynolds, who
had his name taken by one of the modern wolves. We expect he will receive a.
of the counter attractions of the fag end of the Salvation Army and
summons in a day cr two he will then be able to cheer our imprisoned comrade
the summons of the bells of the huge tower of St. Peter Mancroft.
A. T. S.
by his presence in the same gaol.
The " Army " having done speaking, moved away with its band, which
presently came into the place, but with few followers, and the coming
of another band of gospellers had no influence on the meeting except
His Share. A good story appears in the Times of Natal. According to
Before 3 o'clock there must have been fully that journal a well-known broker was slumbering in church the other Sunto swell it somewhat.
The day during the sermon. The preacher, in a burst of eloquence, had said,
ten thousand persons closely packed round the waggonette.
" And what are we to have as our share of this transaction ? " The slumber"
sang
No
now
midst
of
Master," in the
comrades being called upon
ing broker was partially aroused by the loud tones, and to the horror of
which Herbert Burrows and Mrs. Besant came duly punctual, and
those near him, he ejaculated "A thousand, fully paid !"
resolution in favour of the abolition of private
the business began.
How Politics are made Attractive. The following appeal to Staffordproperty had been prepared, which was moved by Herbert Burrows, shire Unionists was lately posted extensively on the North Staffordshire
who began by telling the audience that some five years ago lie lectured Railway :— " Unionist meeting to be held at the seat of Bazil Fitzherbert,
on Socialism in Norwich to an audience of five persons. His clear Esq., 16 July, 1888. To be addressed by Captain Edwards Heathcote,
and telling speech was well received. Mrs. Besant followed, and was M.P., etc., etc. There will be the following attractions Two bands, fireascents at frequent
Morris supported, and the resolution engine competition, athletic sports, lawn tennis, balloon
received with much enthusiasm.
intervals, dancing, Punch and Judy, and boating on the lake, etc." At
was put after an amendment had been called for without result, and four- Tunbridge Wells a few days afterwards a " Grand Unionist Demonstration r
fifths of the meeting or more held up their hands for and six hands against.
was widely advertised, the programme of which included a captive balloon,
Mrs. Schack and Faulkner then spoke, and the meeting broke up, an ox roasted whole, races, dancing, swimming, and a good many other like
without the least disorder, except that one man, a stranger, got some- things, while No Speeches was a conspicuous line on the bill
;
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