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Panjandrum was not needed to speak even the next greatest panjandrums might have been dispensed with, t.e., Morley and Harcourt,
and such like. If some dozen of Liberal M.P.'s of the more respectable kind had given by some means their open support to the business,
it would have been enough, and the assent of the " leaders " would
have been inferred, and the trick would have been done.
All this is now a thing of the past, and as a first consequence all
people who can think at all must clearly see that the political Liberals
look upon the Irish question simply as a mechanical matter to get
them into office again. It is equally clear that freedom of speech for
the people in general is no concern of theirs, except so far as they are
afraid of the consequences of it if they were in power.
No less clear
that they do not care a button for the unemployed so long as they can
be kept quiet and finally, that they have no foresight or plan for the
future and determined to shut their eyes resolutely to it.
The result
of all which will probably be, unless some blessed accident, turns up
;

;

HAVE YOU NOT HEARD HOW IT HAS GONE WITH MANY A CAUSE BEFORE NOW FIRST, FEW MEN
XD IT NEXT, MOST MEN CONTEMN IT LASTLY, ALL MEN ACCEPT IT —AND* THE CAUSE IS WON
I

;

;

1

Oommunications invited on Social Questions, They should be written on one side of
the paper addressed to the Editors, 13 Farringdon Rd. ,E.G,, and accompanied
by the name and address oj the writer not necessarily for publication.
As all articles are signed ^jio special significance attaches to them because of their position in these pages. None to be taken as more than in a general manner expressing
the views of the League as a body, except it be so explicitly declared by the Editors.
Rejected MSS. only returned if a stamped directed envelope is forwarded with them.
Subscriptions.
For Europe and United States, including postage, per year, 6s,
f

^

—

six months, 3s.; three months. Is. 6d.
Business communications to be addressed to Manager of the CoMMaNWEAL, 13 Farringdon Road, E. G, Remittances in Postal Orders or halfpenny stamps.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

—Walter

Crane's lecture on "Importance of the applied Arts and their
relation to common life" was printed in the Journal of the Society of Arts
It was of course written from the Socialist
for June 3 (Bell and Sons, 6d.).
point of view, and plainly worded.

J. A.
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THE LIBERAL PARTY DIGGING

ITS

OWN

GRAVE.
For months

past the Gladstonian Liberals have been protesting loudly
against Coercion in Ireland, and the speeches of the "distinguished"

amongst them have been filling columns on columns of the papers.
They have just had a splendid opportunity of striking a great blow
against Coercion in Ireland by coming forward to protest against
Coercion in London. We need not ask how they have used that
opportunity, that would be a joke but it may be profitable to point
out some possible consequences of their gross stupidity. in throwing
it
away. It is their busirrcss as political Liberals to get the w^orkingclasses to believe that if they come in again some benefit
will result to
the workers above what the Tories have to offer them.
They have, in
fact, to win the vote of the ordinary working-men,
not only those who
prpfessedly take interest in politics, but especially those
who stand
aloof from them, and that in Britain rather than in
Ireland (since
Ireland through its native leaders is theirs already), and
especially in
London, where there is so much to win. Now as long as the meeting
in Trafalgar Square was "a genuinely political meeting,"
that is a mere
home rule aftair, their presence and support was of little importance,
since their good-will towards it might have been taken for
granted!
But when it became, as it did some days before the meeting, a^ protest
against the repression of free speech, and was, whatever may
be said
to the contrary, a protest also on the part of the " respectable "
w^orking-men of London against the maltreatment of their unemployed
brethren, their support became of very great importance, at
any rate
to the future of the Liberal Party.
It would have been accepted as
a token of their sympathy with the popular cause, and would
have
gained them many thousands of votes which will now either
be cast
in favour of some Conservative of the "dishing" kind,
or will never
be east at all. In short, they would have won whatever of
London
could be won by them under any circumstances, and they
would have
lost nothing at all ; for they may be quite sure that
they have no
chance of the votes of the shopocracy big or little they
have done
enough to lose that, while they have done nothing to win what was
to
be won.
;

;

Their conduct gives a good measure of the utter political incapacity
of the Liberal Party.
It is quite likely that they may plead that
their " great and noble leader " is hard
to move, that is, quite devoid
ot any perception of a dramatic
situation; that at every crisis he has

done

that

he could to discourage his friends and encourage his foes, but
no excuse worth putting forward. The oracle of the Great

all
IS

to help them, that they will be exposed at the next election as the
mere dregs of a beaten political party, a set of men afraid to proclaim
themselves either Radicals or Peactionists ; afraid of revolution, and
(perhaps) ashamed of open reaction.

"Well, but what does all this matter to us?" a Socialist may say.
it is a matter of importance that the people should learn to know
their friends from their foes
the people whom we still have to win
over to our side nay, whom to a great extent we still have to get to
Those Liberal members who have been crying out so loud
listen to us.
about the wrongs of the Irish peasants and are so wholly blind to those
of the London workmen, which are no less than those of their Irish
brethren, have been teaching the lesson in question to the people sharply
They will understand that these champions of liberty are
this time.
really saying, " There is no political capital to be made of you, so we
don't heed you nay, since you are at our very doors, and are beginning
to look dangerous, we are at heart glad that the muzzle is being clapped
on to you."
This is the meaning of the Liberal members standing aloof from the
struggle for free speech in London ; and used as people are to official
poltroonery, they must see something of this meaning in it, and a heavy
blow will be struck at the hope which some simple people still have in
a change of ministry it is called a change of parties, but it hardly
amounts even to that. The people will in consequence begin to cry
out for a party which does at least aim at being a popular one which,
however partially and ignorantly, does admit that the welfare and
progress of the workers is the one necessary thing to be aimed at.
In
short, the orthodox Liberal party will visibly melt into the great
reactionary party, and that very soon now in all probability ; and
though there will scarcely be a solid democratic party, yet at least there
will be a great mass of ever-growing discontent.
Both that of people
who are increasingly suffering in their own persons from the progress
of economical events and also of people of honest democratic instincts
to whom all oppression is hateful when they see it, under whatever
name it goes. This body of discontent it will not be difficult to
penetrate with Socialist ideas, since it will no longer be able to hope
anything from the vague bundle of makeshifts and evasions that passes
unper the name of a Liberal policy.
The gain, therefore, of the renunciation of the defence of freedom
of speech by the Liberal leaders and their henchmen is all ours and the
The only possible reason for wanting a Liberal ministry
loss is theirs.
in again is that the Irish question might be settled for the time.
Against that possible gain is to be put tne certainty that the longer
the question is delayed the more revolutionary the change will be.
Nor is it so sure either that the Liberals would do much to settle
it if they were in office, on the one hand, or on the other that the
Tories may not dish them at last by doing pretty much the same as
their opponents would do.
Anyhow the education of the Radicals ought to go on pretty fast,
now tliat a strong Liberal minority pledged up to tlie eyes to resistance
to coercion, and looking forward, rightly or wrongly, to winning at
the next election, has stood by and looked on with half-approving eyes
while the Tories were taking away from the people the right of meeting
in open spaces in London with a high-handed violence worthy of the
times of Castlereagh.
William Morris.
Well,

;
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The
it is,

efibrts of the people to overthrow the system, doomed and cursed as
of wage-slavery are called " anarchy " by the powers that be, and they

foolishly, blindly seek to strangle those efforts by dropping from a scaffold
the bodies of seven preachers of an idea. Vain hope stupendous delusion
The shock of the descending bodies of our seven martyrs will jar the world
!

and shake the nrops from under wage-slavery

in every land.

!

—Denver Labour

Enquirer.
It is as well to be frank, and those of our friends who are attempting, with
great display of ingenuity, to draw many elaborate distinctions between
Mitch elstown and Trafalgar Square are wasting their time. Of course no
one pretends that the circumstances are identical. The Daily Neivs points
out, for instance, that at Mitchelstown the police tried to thrust their reporter
through a public meeting, whereas in Trafalgar Square they merely bludgeoned every man who tried to make his way through the Square.. Our
sapient cotemporary might also have pointed out that the people shot at
Mitchelstown spoke with a brogue, whereas those ridden down in Northumberland Avenue had a cockney accent. But notwithstanding all these
minor details, the fact remains that in approving as " admirable " the bludgeoning of the people who came to meet in Trafalgar Square as has been
their wont ever since the Square existed, and after the Home Secretary
expressly declared political meetings would be permitted, our leaders have
spiked their most effective Irish artillery.
regret this as much as any
one.
But the fact is there, and there is no blinking it,—Pall Mall Gazette.
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