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Mr. Chamberlain's very clear statement on the necessity of turning
the Irish tenants into owners of their holdings was very significant of
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mentary Party, and leave the New Liberal Party free to do its work
in Parliament. That party will be the then Intelligent Reactionary

enemy of progress expressed by Socialism. But so
moving that its great men will not be the Hartingtons
and Goschens, who were once called Liberals and are now mere] Tories,
but the Radicals old and new, among whom, I suppose, we must now
rank Lord Randolph Churchill.
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But meantime what is this ominous sound in the air? War is
threatened again, and this time more determinedly and clearly than

On all sides one hears that this time it is certain, and that
spring will see murder afield on the monstrous scale of modern times.
How will our EngUsh parties deal with this horror if it comes? Will
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a last chance to the old Tory party to do one more injury
to
it departs for ever
?
Or will the Tories unite with

the world before
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At first sight, indeed, it would seem a mere act of madness for
Bismark and Co. to provoke a hurly-burly which may very well make
an end of his firm and its aspirations. But one must remember that
they are hardly their

own

masters in the matter.
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The

and philanthropy of the
19th century find their architectural expression in the railway station,
the gasometer, the factory, and the w^orkhouso.
The two latter as distinctly characteristic of our civilisation as the Pyramids of Egypt, the
Parthenon of Greece, or the Cathedrals of mediaeval times were of
One tells the story of the marvellous increase of productive
theirs.
power which our age has received, the other shows the share of that
increase the worker has obtained.
The one is the place where the
worker pays the master two-thirds of his hours of toil for permission to
possess the results of the remaining third, the other is the refuge
appointed for the close of life when there is no longer left to him
strength from which " profit " can be wrung.
At present it is only of the workhouse, known in Chartist speech
and Corn Law Rhymes as " the Bastile " (sic) that I can speak. To
the close connection with the place of labour of this place of rest, I
can only incidentally refer. Inside and out the place is wholly unlovely,
and there is nothing of romance in its story to bewile your ears, and
yet, for the sake of its many inmates, fellow countrymen and women
of ours, I dare to ask you to give me all your attention as I try to
explain what English State charity really is.
The workhouse and the Poor Law System, of which it is the expression, are quite modern things.
They belong wholly to our country and
are the outcome of its industrial conditions.
Long ago there was a
time in this England of ours when poverty, as we now understand the
word, was unknown, when toil was whoksome, and life was glad and
fair.
So much ignorance prevails on this matter that I must ask
leave to dwell a little on it so as to remove all doubt about the fact.
If some Bible-wise man should quote against me the text ascribed to
Solomon (Ecc. 7, 10) " Say not thou. What is the cause that former
times were better than these 1 for thou dost not inquire wisely concerning this,^' I must remind him that the words are those of a voluptuous
scoundrel who squandered in shameless debauchery the hard earnings
of the Judean poor.
The advice of such a counselor is to be followed
by the rule of contrary.
In his just-published admirable Introduction to the History of the
Factory System,' Mr. Cooke-Taylor says, speaking of the 15th century
" Paradoxical and almost unaccountable as it may at first sight appear^
Science, industrialism, economic doctrine,
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