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and circumstances of the human
cultural economy are the general ideas
It is the English ideas and circumstances that are peculiar.
Ireland is in the main stream of human existence and human feeling
and opinion. It is England that is in one of the lateral channels."
And here it may be asked
if Mill was right the Irish are right.
race.

Now

years, how many generations, how many centuries, must
expire before plunder ceases to be plunder and becomes legitimate

how many

property ?
Instead of the people of England condemning the people of Ireland,
would it not be better for the people of Great Britain to look after the
land-thieves at home, and, grasping hands with the people of Ireland,
help onward the great social revolution,

now

so near at hand.
J.

Sketchley.
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and not of the labourer, its immediate producer. This product appropriated by the capitalist is a use-value, "as for example yam, or
boots " ; says Marx with a grin, " but although boots are in one sense
the basis of all social progress and our capitalist is a decided progressist,' the capitalist does not for his special purpose look upon them
as boots, or any other use-value.
He has primarily two objects in
view first he wants to produce a use-value, not, again, for the sake of
its use, but in order that he may exchange it ; and next, in order that
*

:

exchange may be fruitful to him, he wants to produce a commodity
the value of which shall be greater than the sum of the values used in
producing it that is, the means of production and the labour-power."
This he is able to accomplish as follows. He buys the use of the
labour-power of the workman for a day, while a certain duration of
labour in the day is enough to reproduce the workman's expended
labour-power that is, to keep him alive. But the human machine
is in all cases capable of labouring for more hours in the day than is
necessary for this result, and the contract between the capitalist and
the labourer as understood in the system under which those two classes
exist implies that the exercise of the day's labour-power shall exceed
this duration necessary for reproduction, and it is a matter of course
that the buyer of the commodity labour-power should do as all buyers
of commodities do
consume it altogether for his own advantage.^
It is on this industry, the buying of labour-power in the market, and
the consumption of all the results of its exercise beyond what is necessary for its reproduction, that the capitalist lives, just as the industry
by which the workman lives is the production of commodities.
his

—
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SOCIALISM FROM THE
CHAPTEE

ROOT UP.

XVIII.

SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM.—THE PRODUCTION OF SURPLUS
VALUE— THAT IS, OF RENT, INTEREST, AND PROFIT.

The problem to be resolved is as follows. The owner of money has to
buy his commodities at their value, and to sell them at their value,
and nevertheless at the end of the process to realise a surplus. This
is the end and aim of his existence as a capitalist, and if he does not
accomplish it, he is as a capitalist a mere failure. So that his development from the mere money owner to the full-blown capitalist has to
take place at once within the sphere of circulation and without it
that is, he must follow the law of the exchange of commodities, and
nevertheless must act in apparent contradiction to that law.
This
problem cannot be sohed merely by means of the money which he
owns, the value of which is, so to say, petrified. As Ricardo says,
" In the form of money, capital has no profit." As money, it can only
be hoarded.
Neither can the surplus originate in the mere re-sale of the commodity, "which does no more than transform the article from its
bodily form back into its money form."
The only alternative left is
the change should originate in the use- value of the article bought with
the money in the first instance and on which the capitalist has to
operate.

" In order to be able to extract value from the consumption of a
commodity, our friend Moneybags must be so lucky as to find within
the sphere of circulation, in the market, a commodity whose use-value
possesses the peculiar property of being a source of value, whose actual
consumption therefore is itself an embodiment of labour, and, consequently, a crestion of value.
The possessor of money does find on the
special commodity in capacity for labour, or labourmarket such
;

power."
By labour-pwer or the capacity for labour Marx understands the
whole of the cental and physical capacities in a human being which
are brought i:to action in the production of commodities ; in short,
the man and ;11 that is in him as a wealth-producing machine.
Now in ordr that the possessor of money should find this necessity
to the accom>lishment of his end and aim
viz., labour-power as a
commodity of he market, various conditions are requisite.
The man \mo is to exercise the labour-power for the capitalists'
the 16ourer must be "free," that is, his labour must be at
benefit
his own dispoal, and also he must have nothing else to dispose of for
his livelihood ut his labour-power.
On the other hand, any one who
has to live by ;etting commodities other than labour-power must own
the means of poduction, and also the means of subsistence while the
commodities aB being got ready for the market, and being converted

—
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into money.
As to the vaie of this article necessary to the life of the capitalist, this
labour-power, is estimated like the value of every other commodity
i

by the averagetime necessary

for its production or reproduction ; that
is the average :ime necessary in a given state of society; and in plain
language this iproduction of labour-power means the maintenance of

the labourer.
Given the individual, the production of labour-power
consists in the eproduction of himself
or his maintenance."
Labour-pow€ is realised only in action, that is, when it has become
actual labour, md is producing a commodity; so that, "the value of
jabour-power r«olves itself into the value of a definite quantity of the
means of subgtence.
It therefore varies with the value of those
means, or withhe quantity of labour requisite for their production."
The minimui limit of the value of labour-power is therefore determined by the vlue of these means. If the price of labour-power falls
below that miimum it is destroyed a higgling as to its price has to
be gone throu^ between the buyer and the seller, and the price is
fixed by contra^ though it is not realised until the article is consumed.
From what is lated above, it will be seen that this contract is made
between two pties ; on the one hand the workman, or machine for
production, wh(has no means of producing, on the other the possessor
of money who is all the means necessary for working the machine
" He who was before the
and has thereto become a capitalist.
money-owner nv strides in front as a capitalist the possessor of
labour-power foDWS as his labourer. The one with an air of importance, smirking, itent on business ; the other timid and holding back,
like one who is ringing his own hide to market, and has nothing to
expect but a Ring."
The labour pcess necessary to Capitalism exhibits two characteristic
phenomena fir the labourer works under the control of a capitalist,
and secondly thproduct of the labourer is the property of a capitalist,
'
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E. Belfort

Bax and William Morris.

CHARLATAN CHAMBERLAIN.
The Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, M.P., has published with Messrs.
Swan Sonnenschien and Co., at Is., a collection of his speeches debetween 1881 and 1887 under the title of "Home Rule and
the Irish Question." The book is "issued under the auspices of the
National Radical Union, Birmingham," a mighty body of the Three-

livered

Tailor s-of-Tooley-Street type.
Not long since, when the quondam Radical was posing as a demisemi-Socialist, we warned the workers against him.
Those of them
who get hold of this precious latest production of his will need no
warning of ours to enable them to see how carefully he balances himself " upon the fence " and " kicks either which way suits him." From
the ramping roaring " ransom "-demander to the prim preacher of law
and order is an easy transition for this versatile actor, who does not,
however, do justice to this great power of his in the volume before us,
from which all that could either ofiend a Tory or rouse a Radical has
been carefully eliminated, or still more carefully balanced against
something else. This would seem to mean that the book was colourless
on the contrary it is, like a celebrated coat, of many colours. Of

—

many mingled hues

is the gannrnt of his thought that it is not
easy to distinguish any clear colon is except those of priggish hypocrisy
and indomitable self-assertion. His only consistency is in favour of
coercion, which he has defended all along ; in all things he has tried to
gratify the popular mood of the moment, on this point it is only the
excuses that he has varied, the thing itself he has never changed. His
hatred of the Irish members, or any one who crosses him, is instructive to behold.
Whining out Pecksnifiian commonplaces when himself
is criticised, he uses every vile artifice to defame or discredit an
opponent.
Just now the pseudo-democrat is stumping the country in search of
his lost popularity, endeavouring to persuade the people that it was
only by optical illusion they saw a wolf when his sheep-skin slipped offit was their old familiar friend and watch-dog after all
Whether the
sheep will listen and be charmed, who knows 1 If they listen carefully
to the honeyed voice the raucous undertone is fully perceptible, but
they seldom so listen, and the experienced practitioner upon their
gullibility knows it well.
However, one would think those at least
into whose hands this volume falls, and it is being given away by tons
by the "National Radical Union" to all who will receive, should be
able to recognise the charlatan for what he is and make his words
prophetic, that he was " not going to enter any cave " by leaving him
no cave to enter.
H. H. S.

so

!

A

Bombay

native paper referring to the condition of affairs in Europe,
cannot from a distance realise the intensity of the crisis, but it
is certain that many crowned heads must be trembling in their shoes."
If you don't put a labour ballot in the box, the time will come when you
will have to wrap it around a bullet and deliver it that way.— Za^or Fn»
says

:

"

We

qtoirer.

The "personal rights" people are of course much enraged at the popular
support that measures get for shortening hours of labour, etc. It is too
much interference with a worker's personal liberty to prevent his being
exploited beyond a certain point.
His individual liberty to be coerced by
his poverty into working himself to death for a parasite's benefit should be
left untouched
Liberty was once defined as " the right to do as you damn
please with everybody, and not have nobody meddle with you." This is
about the standard set up by anti-Socialists. H. H. S.
!
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Says Mr. Boffin in Dickens's Mutual Friend, when he wants to make a show
somewhat hard, but reasonable bargain: " When I buy a sheep I
buy it out and out, and when I buy a secretary I expect to buy him out and out,"
or words to that effect ; and the reasonableness of the conditions are accepted
on all hands.
^

of striking a
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